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Highlights

Member Country Consultation Meetings ongoing

Tough operating environment

Impactful development programmes 

Expanding knowledge product portfolio

New SciDev.net training opportunity announced
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Todayôs agenda

Introduction & update ï Daniel Elger

Finance update ï Leonard Kimutai

Summary and questions ï Daniel Elger

PlantwisePlus  updates ï Christine Alokit, Sajila Khan and Selpha MillerU

CABI Cases ï Claire Jackson

SciDev training ï policy briefs ïCharles Wendo
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PlantwisePlus

Christine Alokit Sajila Khan Selpha  Miller
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Impact pathways

Institutionalizing pest preparedness  and response planning approaches 

with national and regional partners to ensure sustainability and long-

term benefits

Engaging stakeholders, existing and new, to identify opportunities for 

pesticide risk reduction , leading to the adoption of lower-risk plant 

protection practices and products, including sustainable biological control 

agent solutions where relevant

Bolstering farmer advisory  approaches with a wider intervention scope, 

including training and digital tools for plant doctors, agro-input dealers 

and other agricultural service providers, to increase the number of 

knowledgeable plant health advisers within reach of smallholder farmers
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Papaya Mealybug (PMB) biocontrol ï 
Kenya
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Damage caused by PMB

ÅPMB infestation caused 

annual economic losses of 

about US$30 million in 

Kenya in 2019 (CABI study) 

ÅYield losses of between 

57% and 91% and 

household economic losses 

of US$3000/ha annually in 

affected areas (CABI study) 

ÅDecrease of +30% in area 

harvested from 2017 to 

2023 in Kenya (FAOstat)
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Classical biological control using a natural enemy 

from the native range of the papaya mealybug
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Government approval for nation -wide

permit received in late 2024
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Study in Sept 2024 showed fast spread of the 

agent from release sites in coastal counties

The biocontrol agents 

have spread >150 km 

from the release sites 

over 3 years



KNOWLEDGE FOR LIFE

Impact of papaya mealybug biocontrol

Just a few months after releases in both Kenya we 

observed:

Å High parasitism, sometimes over 70% 

Å Low or no papaya mealybug infestations at both release sites 

and neighbouring sites. 

ÅMost farmers discontinued the use of pesticides on PMB

Å Former papaya farmers returned to the trade after periods of 

PMB-induced abandonment. 

Å A high number of other natural enemies, including predators 

have been observed at release sites and non-release sites 

following withdrawal of the pesticides.



KNOWLEDGE FOR LIFE

Example of restored papaya farm

(A) May 2022     (B) July 2022     (C) Dec 2022 

A

(D) March 2025 

B
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Gender Technical Working Groups ï 
Pakistan


