
Eggs hatch into 
hoppers about 
2 weeks after 
being laid.

Hoppers develop in 5-6 Nymphal stages over a period of about 
30-40 days, depending on temperature. This happens in two ways:

Solitary hoppers develop through 6 Nymphal stages. 
The hoppers’ colour remains consistently green or brown 
all through the stages. 

Gregarious hoppers develop through 5 Nymphal stages. 
The colour changes from black at the first stage to yellow/black 
colour in the remaining stages. 
*This lifecycle show the gregarious phase of the desert locust. 

Female adult desert 
locusts lay their eggs 
in moist sandy soils.

At the last hopper stage, they 
shed their outer covering (skin) 

and change into a stage also 
known as a fledgling that is 

pink in colour.

Fledglings change into immature adults 
in about 10 days. The immature adults 
mature within 3 -4 weeks.

Mature adult locusts live for 3 – 5 weeks 
depending on weather conditions.

A desert locust lifecycle takes about 3 to 5 months although this depends on whether the breeding conditions 
(weather and ecological conditions – rainfall, moist sandy soils, vegetation) are favourable.

A mature gregarious female 
lays approximately 300-400 
eggs in its lifetime. 

Eggs are laid 10-15 cm 
below the soil surface.
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