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The Owner’s Resources

Covering:

●		  The owner’s resources
●		  Exercise for owners: ‘Working out the costs of your pet’s care plan’
●		  Lack of funds
●		  Practicalities – time and energy and the emotional impact of caring for a terminally ill pet

The Owner’s Resources

This chapter offers guidance on helping the owner to assess their individual capacity to 
cope with the financial and practical issues and to understand the emotional impact of 
undertaking palliative care at home when that is an option. Generally people do not have 
an unlimited supply of emotional resilience, money, time and energy on which to draw 
when caring for a pet that is coming to the end of its life. Therefore, the owner may need 
to consider how much they can afford and what they can practically manage in terms of 
physical care and coping with the ensuing emotional turmoil that may occur in the journey 
from diagnosis to the pet’s inevitable death.

Finances can be a particularly knotty issue and the following exercise is designed for 
you to offer to owners to help them gain a clear picture of the estimated costs they face 
and encouraging them to flag up any potential shortfall.

Exercise: Working out the cost of your pet’s care plan

The cost of caring for a terminally ill or elderly pet who is coming towards the end of 
their life can soon add up and you may need to work out what you can manage. Although 
this is possibly the last thing on your mind at such a distressing time, unless you have 
unlimited funds available, you will need to think about what is affordable within your 
current budget.

This exercise is a series of questions to ask your vet team so you can work out what 
you are likely to have to pay over the coming days, weeks or even months ahead.

You can amend or change the questions to suit your particular situation, but make 
sure you leave a space to write down the information the vet team give you, so that you 
can take it away and look at it in your own time.
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Item £

Routine follow-up consultations
Emergency consultations which might be required out of normal hours
Tests
Treatment or surgery
Follow-up on treatment or surgery
Drugs
Costs involved in any terminal care at home, if required, such as home visits from  

the vet team, or if you have to take unpaid leave from your own work situation
Special dietary foods (not usually covered by pet insurance)
Cost to have my pet put to sleep (euthanasia):

At home
At the surgery

After-death services:
Individual cremation
Communal cremation
(If �you want to use a local pet cemetery for burial you will need to contact the 

concern direct)
Any other costs not mentioned

This exercise helps you to work out the likely cost of caring for your beloved com-
panion animal during the precious time you have left together. Once you have gathered 
all the information, you might want to talk it through with a family member or a close 
friend.

If you are worried about covering the full cost of the estimated recommended care plan, 
do let your vet team know as soon as possible and ask what options there are to secure your 
pet’s welfare, or if there are any organizations to which you can apply for financial support.

Pet insurance cover
If you have a current pet insurance policy in place, contact your insurers to ask:

●		  Exactly what is, and what is not, covered.
●		  The limit they will pay out on your particular policy.
●		  Whether there is a time limit involved.

Ask them to send you confirmation of this along with information on how to make 
a claim.

Lack of Funds

Increasing unemployment and economic instability can cause additional financial strain 
for many people, resulting in more and more owners struggling to cover the costs of vet-
erinary care for a terminally ill pet, or to pay for long-term treatment or surgery without 
which the animal would need to be euthanized to avoid suffering. This is a highly emotive 
issue that will make an already tense situation more stressful for the owner, who may 
vacillate between what their mind tells them to do and what their heart is saying.




