[image: image1.png]



REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
BY THE
PERMANENT SECRETARY, MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE

MR. JULIUS J. SHAWA,

AT THE OPENING CEREMONY OF
CENTRE FOR AGRICULTURE AND BIOSCIENCES INTERNATIONAL AFRICAN MEMBER COUNTRIES CONSULTATIVE WORKSHOP

AT TAJ PAMODZI HOTEL, LUSAKA, ZAMBIA
HELD ON
14th OCTOBER 2015

THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER OF THE CENTRE FOR AGRICULTURE AND BIOSCIENCES INTERNATIONAL; CABI,
THE DIRECTOR – ZAMBIA AGRICULTURE RESEARCH INSTITUTE,    
THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT, CABI, 
THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR OF CABI IN AFRICA,
CABI LIAISON OFFICERS IN AFRICA,
REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES AND DIRECTORS OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS IN ZAMBIA,
SENIOR GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS,  
RESEARCH SCIENTISTS,
DISTINGUISHED INVITED GUESTS 

MEMBERS OF THE PRESS,
LADIES AND GENTELMEN
CHAIRPERSON
I AM DELIGHTED TO BE WITH YOU HERE TODAY AT THE CABI REGIONAL CONSULTATIVE WORKSHOP. I AM INFORMED THAT REGIONAL CONSULTATIONS SUCH AS THE ONE WE ARE HAVING TODAY PROVIDE A PLATFORM THROUGH WHICH PRIORITIES AND PLANS IN AGRICULTURE AND THE ENVIRONMENT ARE DEVELOPED FOR DIFFERENT REGIONS. 
I AM AWARE THAT CABI HAS OVER THE PAST 100 YEARS BEEN WORKING TO IMPROVE PEOPLE’S LIVES WORLDWIDE BY PROVIDING SOLUTIONS TO PROBLEMS IN AGRICULTURE AND THE ENVIRONMENT. INDEED A FAVOURABLE ENVIRONMENT IS A PREREQUISITE FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF AGRICULTURE.
IT IS PLEASING TO NOTE THAT MEMBERSHIP FOR CABI HAS CONTINUED TO GROW OVER THE YEARS. 
IN ADDITION TO THE NETWORK OF MEMBER COUNTRIES IN THE SOUTHERN AND EASTERN AFRICAN REGION, IT IS GRATIFYING TO NOTE THAT CAMEROUN AND ETHIOPIA WILL SOON BE JOINING CABI. THIS IS IMPORTANT AS MORE NETWORKS OF MEMBER COUNTRIES WILL ENHANCE THE ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE VARIOUS ACTIVITIES UNDER CABI AND BE ABLE TO FIND TANGIBLE SOLUTIONS TO THE NEEDS OF THE PEOPLE AROUND THE REGIONS, IN TERMS OF AGRICULTURE AND THE ENVIRONMENT.
DISTINGUISHED LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,
CABI HAS AN UNUSUALLY WIDE RANGE OF ACTIVITIES AND SERVICES IN DIFFERENT COMMUNITIES BASED ON SCIENTIFIC EVIDENCE. THEREFORE, CABI IS WELL-POSITIONED TO PRIORITIZE THE DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES AND RESOURCES TO ADDRESS SOME OF THE CHALLENGES AFFECTING PEOPLE IN ITS MEMBER COUNTRIES AND THE WORLD TODAY. 
CHALLENGES SUCH AS DISEASE IDENTIFICATION, CROP PROTECTION AND ANIMAL HEALTH ARE SOME OF THE ISSUES THAT REQUIRE ATTENTION BY CABI MEMBER COUNTRIES. THESE MAY ACTUALLY BE MADE WORSE BY CLIMATE CHANGE AND CLIMATIC VARIABILITY. CONSULTATIVE PLATFORMS SUCH AS THIS ONE ARE THEREFORE IMPORTANT FOR ADDRESSING SOME OF THE PROBLEMS AFFECTING COMMUNITIES.
 LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,
AS HOST, I WISH TO STATE THAT ZAMBIA RECOGNISES SUCH EFFORTS AND FULLY SUPPORTS ANY INITIATIVES THAT ARE AIMED AT REVOLUTIONISING AGRICULTURE.

WE WANT TO MAKE THE AGRICULTURAL SECTOR TO BE THE MAJOR CONTRIBUTOR TO THE COUNTRY’S OVERALL ECONOMIC GROWTH BECAUSE WE DO REALISE THAT 80 PER CENT OF ZAMBIA’S POPULATION DEPENDS ON AGRICULTURE RELATED LIVELIHOODS.

IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE THIS, WE ARE FOCUSSING ON PUTTING RESOURCES IN STRATEGIC AREAS THAT WILL QUICKLY BRING OUT ECONOMIC GROWTH THROUGH IMPLEMENTATION OF THE NATIONAL AGRICULTURAL INVESTMENT PLAN

THE AREAS THAT HAVE BEEN TARGETED IN THE PLAN ARE:

1. SUSTAINABLE USE OF NATURAL RESOURCE BASE

2. FOOD AND NUTRITIONAL SECURITY

3. INFRASTRUCTURAL DEVELOPMENT AND AGRICULTURAL MARKET ACCESS, AND;

4. RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY DEVELOPMENT.

CHAIRPERSON,
HERE IN ZAMBIA, SOME OF THE WORK CABI IS INVOLVED IN, IS THROUGH THE PLANTWISE INITIATIVE WHICH IS STRIVING TO HELP SMALL SCALE FARMERS INCREASE CROP PRODUCTIVITY THROUGH EFFECTIVE MANAGEMENT OF PESTS AND DISEASES. 
THIS INITIATIVE WAS LAUNCHED IN AUGUST 2013 AND HAS ESTABLISHED FORTY TWO (42) PLANT CLINICS IN LUSAKA, EASTERN, WESTERN, CENTRAL AND SOUTHERN PROVINCES. THE CLINICS, WHICH ARE RUN BY “PLANT DOCTORS,” ARE FULLY OPERATIONAL IN SIXTEEN DISTRICTS IN THE RESPECTIVE PROVINCES THEREBY BRINGING SERVICES CLOSER TO THE PEOPLE.  
AN INCREASED NUMBER OF SMALL SCALE FARMERS IN THESE DISTRICTS HAVE BEEN SEEKING ADVICE ON PESTS ATTACKING THEIR CROPS. FEEDBACK FROM FARMERS HAS SHOWN THAT THEY APPRECIATE THE ADVICE GIVEN BY PLANT DOCTORS BECAUSE IT IS COST EFFECTIVE, SAFE, LOCALLY AVAILABLE AND ENVIRONMENTALLY FRIENDLY.

SINCE INCEPTION ABOUT TWO THOUSAND FARMERS HAVE TAKEN THEIR AFFECTED PLANTS TO THE CLINICS. FURTHERMORE, THE CLINICS HAVE HELPED RESEARCHERS AND EXTENSION OFFICERS DETERMINE PREVALENT PESTS IN THESE DISTRICTS. THE PLANTWISE INITIATIVE IS ALSO ACTING AS AN EFFECTIVE EARLY WARNING TOOL WHICH ENABLES EXTENSION STAFF DETERMINE PEST OUTBREAKS BEFORE SERIOUS LOSS OF CROP. 
BUT THAT’S NOT ALL, CABI HAS HAD MANY OTHER ACTIVITIES LIKE THE MANAGEMENT OF INVASIVE SPECIES, OPTIMIZING FERTILIZER RECOMMENDATIONS, ETC.

CHAIRPERSON, LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

IT IS, THEREFORE, MY SINCERE HOPE THAT THIS CONSULTATIVE WORKSHOP WIIL PROVIDE A PLATFORM TO FURTHER STRENGTHEN THE SCOPE OF SUCH ACTIVITIES IN ORDER TO PROVIDE LASTING SOLUTIONS TO THE CHALLENGES THAT COMMUNITIES ARE FACED WITH IN TERMS OF AGRICULTURE AND THE ENVIRONMENT IN OUR RESPECTIVE REGIONS. I ALSO WISH TO IMPLORE YOU TO CONTINUE ENGAGING IN MORE RESEARCH PROJECTS THAT ARE AIMED AT UPLIFTING THE LIVING STANDARDS OF PEOPLE AROUND THE COMMUNITIES IN THE REGIONS. WITH THE OPENING OF THE CENTRE IN ZAMBIA, THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA WILL ENSURE THAT ACTIVITIES AIMED AT FINDING SOLUTIONS TO CHALLENGES FACED IN THE AGRICULTRURAL SECTOR ARE SUPPORTED.
WITH THESE FEW REMARKS, I NOW WISH TO DECLARE THE CABI REGIONAL CONSULTATIVE WORKSHOP OFFICIALLY OPEN.

I THANK YOU ALL. 
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