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CBD	Strategic	Plan	-	Thematic	programmes	of	work,	
cross-cutting	issues		 

	CBD	 FAO	

agricultural	biodiversity	 Pollinator	initiative,	soil	biodiversity	initiative,		biodversity	and	nutrition,			
global	assessment	reports	(SOW),		GPAs	Adaptive	Management,	
Capacity	Building,	Mainstreaming:		

forest	biodiversity	 Collaborative	Partnership	on	Forests,	SFM,	FRA	

biodiversity	of	dry	and	sub-humid	lands	 Pastoralist	Knowledge	Hub	

mountain	biodiversity	 Mountain	Partnership	

Sustainable	Use	 Collaborative	Partnership	on	Wildlife		

Access	to	genetic	resources	and	benefit	
sharing	

ITPGRFA,	CGRFA	

Ecosystem	restoration	 Forest	and	landscape	restoration	

Invasive	alien	species	 IPPC	



1983  	Established	to	deal	with	plant	
	genetic	resources	

1995 	Mandate	broadened	to	cover	all	
	components	of	biodiversity	for	
	food	and	agriculture	

2000 	Close	collaboration	with	CBD,	as	
	reflected	by	CBD	PoW	on	
	Agricultural	Biodiversity	

2007 	MYPOW,	incl.	vision	and	
	mission	

2018 	178	member	countries	+	EU	

	

The	Commission	on	Genetic	Resources	for	Food	and	
Agriculture		



Commission‘s	Strategic	Plan	and	
MYPOW	

 
 

Sectoral	matters	 Cross-sectoral	matters	
Animal	genetic	resources		
Aquatic	genetic	resources		
Forest	genetic	resources	
Micro-organisms	and	invertebrates	
Plant	genetic	resources		

The	State	of	the	World’s	Biodiversity	for	
Food	and	Agriculture	
Access	and	benefit-sharing	(ABS)	
Biotechnologies	
“Digital	sequence	information”	on	GRFA	
Climate	change	
Food	security;	Nutrition	and	health	
Management,	targets	and	indicators	

http://www.fao.org/cgrfa/en/		



Cycle	of	work	of	the	Commission	

GPA	implementation	reports	



Biodiversity for food and agriculture 

o  Variety	and	variability	of	micro-
organisms,	plants	and	animals	at	the	
genetic,	species	and	ecosystem	levels	
that	sustain	the	functions,	structure	
and	processes	of	the	plant,	animal,	
aquatic	and	forest	production	systems	

o  Genetic	resources,	associated	
biodiversity	and	wild	foods	

o  Regulating	and	supporting	ecosystem	
services		

	



Country contributions to State of the World 
reports 
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Status of GRFA 



Different systems and functions 

>	



Trends of populations in countries where status 
of pollinator populations are monitored  (light 

grey = no collection of population data) 

honeybee	

general	

CGRFA/WG-AnGR-10/18/Inf.7	



Three most important threats to pollinators 

honeybee	

general	
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World yield increases 
Yield per ha or per animal (all products), 1961=100 
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LDC yields as percent of EU yield levels 
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Summary	of	sectoral	SOWs	
o The	range	of	GRFA	declines	with	production	intensification	
as	selected	GRFA	provide	higher	shares	of	total	production	
of	the	respective	commodity	

o Yield	differentials	between	LDCs	and	Europe/N	America	
increase	

o Commercial	breeding	continues	to	concentrate	
o Smallholders	remain	the	custodians	of	GRFA	diversity	
o GRFA	loss	continues	on	farm	
o GRFA	ex	situ	conservation	increases	
o Developments	in	biotechnologies	offer	opportunities	for	
breeding	and	conservation	programmes	for	locally	
important	GRFA	–	but	capacity	problems	in	LDCs	



Sustainable	use	 In	situ	and	ex	
situ	
conservation	

Policies,	
institutions,	
markets	

•  Characterization,	
inventory	&	
monitoring		

•  Sustainable	use	
•  In	situ	&	ex	situ	

conservation	
•  Access	&	benefit	

sharing	
	
	

CGRFA	16-17/Inf	11.4	

NFP	BFA	
Consultation	on	
needs	and	
priorities	



Conclusions	
o  GRFA	loss	on	farm/	in	situ	continues	or	accelerates		
o  Landscape	diversity	declines	
o  Smallholders	need	support	to	continue	their	diverse	GRFA,	production	

systems	and	heterogenous	landscapes	–	initiatives	with	local	solutions	
increase	
o Local	control,	choice	and	empowerment	
o  Incentives	for	ecosystem	services,	incl.	conservation	
o Markets	and	value	chains	for	biodiverse	products	
o Rural	development,	land	tenure,	access	to	services	and	technology	

o  Public	research,	breeding,	capacity	development	and	extension	for	sustainable	
production	improvement	(breeding	plus	…..	)	

o  Partner	with	breeding	industry	/	private	sector	on	conservation	beyond	their	
crops/breeds		and	sustainable	value	chains	



Start	from	CABI	strength	in	BC	and	IAS	
o  Increase	knowledge	on	local	BFA,	particularly	associated	biodiversity	(M+I)	
o  Increase	BFA	(M+I)	conservation	in	collections	(infrastructure,	services,	
regeneration)		

o  Support	the	Commission’s	future	work	programme	on	microbes	and	
invertebrates	

o  Support	the	Commission’s	work	on	ABS,	distinctive	features	and	specific	
practices	of	microbes	and	invertebrates	GRFA	subsectors	

Areas	for	CABI	future	work	



Broaden	biodiversity	scope	and	support	knowledge	generation	
o  Collect	and	compile	information	on	smallholders:	how	many,	production	
diversity	and	genetic	resources	used	(species,	varieties	/	breeds),	inputs	used	
(BC,	pesticides,	fertilizers	etc)	

o  Collect	and	compile	evidence	on	how	practices	(i.e.	agroecology)	enhance	
the	SU+C	of	BFA	and	provision	of	ESS	

o  Better	link	work	on	resilience,	CSA	to	BFA	and	ESS	-	evidence	
o  Define	criteria,	add	value	to	products	and	services	that	sustainably	use	BFA	
and	provide	regulating	and	supporting	ESS	(labels,	certification,	traceability,	
denomination	of	origin,	GI,	branding,	gastronomy,	tourism,	etc.)		

Areas	for	CABI	future	work	



Thank	you	


