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Outline of presentation

• CABI in Asia-Pacific- Dr Babar Bajwa

• Progress against the priority areas 
identified in previous consultation meeting

• Going Forward (Dr. Feng Zhang)
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Membership: 14 member countries in Asia-Pacific region

Anguilla                      Australia               The Bahamas              Bangladesh                Bermuda         Botswana                British Virgin                   Brunei

Islands                     Darussalam

Malaysia                    Mauritius                  Montserrat                  Myanmar            The Netherlands*   Nigeria                     Pakistan                  Papua New

Guinea

The Philippines                Rwanda                 Sierra Leone                  Solomon                South Africa      Sri Lanka                   St Helena                 Switzerland 

Islands

Tanzania                    Trinidad &                   Uganda                       United                      Vietnam Zambia                     Zimbabwe

Tobago                                                       Kingdom

* Associate Member

Burundi                     Canada                       Chile                           China                     Colombia                Cote d’Ivoire                  Cyprus                   DPR Korea  

The Gambia                  Ghana                       Grenada                    Guyana                        India       Jamaica                      Kenya                        Malawi
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Please refer to the 
project dossier for 
more details

Countries we are working in

Afghanistan

Australia

Bangladesh

Brunei Darussalam

Cambodia

China

DPR Korea

Fiji Pakistan

India Papua New Guinea

Indonesia Singapore

Laos Solomon Islands

Malaysia Sri Lanka

Myanmar Thailand

Nepal Vietnam
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Key facts about the 
Asia-Pacific region

●Vast physical expanse

●Climate, topography – great variation

●Great historical, cultural and ethnic diversity

●Mega biological diversity

●Diverse social, political and economic development

●~ 60% global population, ~ 50% world’s poor

●Significant economic growth rates 

(31 LICs & 13 HICs) 

http://www.unescap.org/, http://econ.worldbank.org/
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Growing Population / Appetite

Population dynamics - 2020
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●Rapid urbanization

●Scarcity of land, water and youth talent 

●Consumer engagement/activism 

●Producing more food with less land and 

favourable conditions. Feed ~ 7 Billion People

●Digitally connected People (1.2 B mobile phones, 

618 M internet users) 

● Investments to Stimulate Agri-food production

Happening…

Mary Shelman, Global Trends in Agriculture, Fresh Connections PMA Conference, 12-13 August 2015,  South Africa.
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Food vs Environmental Pyramid

Source: Barilla Centre for Food and Nutrition, BCFN Foundation 2015. Presented by Mary Shelman,

Global Trends in Agriculture, Fresh Connections PMA Conference, 12-13 August 2015,  South Africa.
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Outline of presentation

• CABI in Asia-Pacific- Dr Babar Bajwa

• Progress against the priority areas 
identified in previous consultation 
meeting

• Going Forward (Dr. Feng Zhang)
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Priority areas identified at last 
consultation meeting

● Trade and market access

● Knowledge management and technology transfer

● Plant health and IPM

● Management of biodiversity and ecosystem services

● Climate smart agriculture

Cross cutting 

● Capacity building and using ICT for rapid skill enhancement 
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Key Working Areas

Improving 
lives by 
solving 

problems in 
agriculture and 

the 
environment

Plant health and IPM

Plantwise, Biopesticides, 
Biocontrol of invasives, 
Enhanced Plant Health 

System, Better 
productivity.

Knowledge 
management and 

technology transfer

Improving productivity, 
sustainably. Imparting 

market info for efficient 
commodity chains.

Trade and market 
access

Market linkage and 
integration of small 

holder farmers, Value 
chain linkages. ICT 

based market linkage 
models.

Cross cutting 
capacity building

Using ICT for rapid skill 
development and 

actualisation of research 
findings

Management of 
biodiversity and 

ecosystem services

Biosecurity and Biosafety, 
Improved technology 

Climate smart 
agriculture

Ecological pest 
management 
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Market access / value chain support

� SPS constraints in ginger value chain in Nepal 
identified.

� Supply chain improvement, Skills for market, Cotton 
farmers linked to top retailers, Pakistan 

� Farmer-aggregation and ICT based market linkages. 
Farmer-linkages with forward and futures markets, 
multiple countries.

SPS compliance and capacity building

� Phytosanitary risk management program, Pakistan

� Ensuring agricultural trade is healthy

� SPS capacity development in ASEAN.

GAP capacity building

� Implementation of GAP and SPS in commodities like  
Cocoa, Fruits and Vegetables, Multiple countries

Trade and market access
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Ecological pest management

� Toolkit for sustainable practices in reducing the use of 
chemical pesticides in tea in Assam.

Mobile Infomediary

� Specialized tools (e.g. mobile apps) for high value 
agriculture, Multiple countries

Open access to information resources and platforms/Open 
data initiatives

� Global invasive alien species information partnership.

Transfer of biologically-based crop protection 
technology from China to other developing countries
� EuropeAid funded rice and maize IPM in Greater 

Mekong Sub-region.
� EuropeAid funded soil pest management in DPR 

Korea.

Knowledge management and 
Capacity Building
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Technology Transfer and Nutrition Agriculture

Development 
communications

� TOMFs and manual 

development for cocoa in 

Malaysia, Indonesia and PNG.

Nutrition

� mNutrition initiative in Myanmar.

� mNutrition in Pakistan

� Promoting nutrition sensitive 

content
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Plantwise
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Invasive species management

� IS management for production and protected 
forests in SEA 

� Oil Palm Biosecurity Plan for Malaysia

� Stink bug and Olive Fruit fly management in 
Pakistan

Microbial resources

� Microbiology training (Afghanistan, Malaysia, 
Brunei). 

� Linkage of microbial ID service with Plantwise 
diagnostic clinic 

� Establishment of biocontrol laboratory in Badam
Bagh Afghanistan 

� Preliminary Bioresource Centre development for 
Brunei and Malaysia

Insects as sustainable sources of protein

� EU funded PROteINSECT project.

Management of biodiversity and 
ecosystem services
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Climate change

� Development of capacities of BKPs pilot 
communities for eco-system based adaptation to 
climate change with a focus on the conservation 
and management of biodiversity and agro-
biodiversity.

� Pest Smart-Strengthening ecosystem health and 
building resilience of Climate Smart Villages 
(CSVs). 

A system to improve the rational use of pesticides

� Using appropriate Earth Observation data, 
weather and climate data to develop pest 
forecasting model and myco-insecticides 
development model to improve the timing and 
efficacy of applying myco-insecticides to control 
locusts.

Climate smart agricultureClimate smart 
agriculture
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Gender: 

�Gender Relations in key Wheat Target Regions of 
South Asia and Development of Guidelines for 
Gender Responsive Agricultural Innovations in 
Wheat Based Systems.

�Publication of, and access to, authoritative 
information resources

�Gender disaggregated data of 400K farmers in India

�Tailor-made and stylised content for women farmers

� Institutional capacity building through Ecological 
Engineering and Plantwise-based initiatives

�Capacity building on conducting state-of-the-art 
research at the MoA-CABI Joint Laboratory in China

Cross cutting capacity building
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Outline of presentation

• CABI in Asia-Pacific- Dr Babar Bajwa

• Progress against the priority areas 
identified in previous consultation meeting

• Going Forward (Dr. Feng Zhang)
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Strategic level:
• Work in close partnership with MCs, responding 

to MC needs

• Make Sustainable Project Development Plan
through wider stakeholder consultation, focusing 
Medium Term (3-5 years)

• Regional Business Plans (West Asia; 
Central Asia)

• Regional Science Policy in South Asia

• One Belt and One Road Plant Protection 
International Collaboration Initiative for East 
Asia

• ASEAN+ South-South Collaboration for 
SE Asia

Going forward in Asia-Pacific
Think Global Act Local with a Regional Focus
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Going forward in Asia-Pacific

Operational level:

• Enhance cross-centre collaboration

• Improved communication and coordination

• using ICT and across CABI tools

• Build smart Partnerships, Client and Customer 
Management, improving Trust and Confidence

• Develop more bilateral, tripartite and multilateral 

collaboration, e.g. Joint Lab (China, India)

• Adopt value chain approach, working with small and 

medium agribusinesses for close farmer-market 

linkage 

• Invest & Develop human capital

• Develop staff skills (Business + Management)

• Widen Associate Expertise pool

Think Global Act Local with a Regional Focus
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Our Commitment

‘We must always base our commitment in the centre of our own being, or else no commitment will 

be ultimately authentic’.

Rollo May, The Courage to Create

Sustainable agricultural solutions to lose less and feed more

Sustainable 
agriculture

Economically 
viable

Technologically 
feasible

Socially 
acceptable
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xie-xie
zikomo

thank you 
urakoze

terima kasih
ke itumetse

dhanyawaad

merci efharistó
Assalamualikum

takkiitos

शु��या 

ありがとう gracias
zikomo

danke asante

Dr. Babar E. Bajwa

Regional Director

Central & West Asia 

b.bajwa@cabi.org

Dr. Feng Zhang

Regional Director, 

East Asia 

f.zhang@cabi.org

Dr. Ravi Khetarpal 

Regional Advisor, 

Strategic Science 
Partnerships, South Asia 

r.khetarpal@cabi.org

Dr. Loke Wai Hong 

Regional Director, 

Southeast Asia 

w.loke@cabi.org


