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Animal Health and Production 
Compendium

comprehensive, encyclopedic resource for 
information on animal health and production

what is the Animal Health and Production Compendium?
The AHPC is an encyclopeadic, mixed-media knowledge base that brings together a wide range of information resources on animal 
diseases, their pathogens and vectors, as well as animal husbandry, genetics and nutrition of livestock and poultry species and breeds 
that have been sourced from experts and edited by an independent scientific organization. The datasheets are enhanced with data from 
specialist organizations, images, maps, a bibliographic database and full text articles. New datasheets and datasets continue to be 
added, reviewed and updated. 

what does it cover? 
All aspects of health and production of the major economically important livestock and poultry species and breeds throughout 
the world including:

Distribution, diagnosis, prevention and treatment of infectious, zoonotic and non-infectious diseases / Diseases, pathogens 
and vectors / Husbandry, housing and animal welfare / Genetics and breeding / Nutrition and feeding / Herd and rangeland 
management / Economics of animal production disease impact / Animal production, dairy management and technology / Food 
safety and quality of livestock and poultry products throughout the food management chain, including HACCP techniques and 
systems, quality assurance, important zoonotic microbial pathogens and quality and safety aspects of individual food products

interactive encyclopedias



vital stats 
• Over 1,400 full datasheets covering animal diseases, pathogens, disease vectors, livestock and poultry species and breeds 

and an additional 18,800 basic datasheets 

• A subset of the latest research on animal health and production from CAB Abstracts, updated weekly, with full text of selected 
journal and conference articles

• Over 2,000 images for demos and teaching

• Glossary with more than 36,000 definitions including terms from Balliere’s Comprehensive Veterinary Dictionary

• Extensive electronic library of additional resources such as original texts, book chapters, reports and electronic resources 
including content from ACIAR, FAO and ILRI

unique features  
• Datasheets providing key, concise information on diseases, pathogens, vectors, and livestock species and breeds,  

including geographic disease distribution data from World Organization for Animal Health (OIE)

• Extensive electronic library – sourced from over 15 reputable publishers, the AHPC’s electronic library contains original texts, 
book chapters, reports and articles

• Links to a vast resource of carefully selected content on the web including drug databases, OIE Manuals, animal genetic and 
food and nutrition resources and disease information 

• Report generator to enable key information to be rapidly edited and disseminated 

who uses it? 
Lecturers, extension officers, researchers and students

Development project workers

Government scientists and policy makers

Farmers, producers and breeders of livestock and poultry

The veterinary pharmaceutical industry – R&D and Sales

Veterinarians, veterinary nurses, technicians and auxiliary staff

Feed and equipment manufacturers, marketers and distributors.

contact
our Sales team for more information and to request a free trial: 
CABI Head Office, Nosworthy Way, Wallingford, Oxfordshire OX10 8DE, UK. T: +44 (0)1491 829313, E: sales@cabi.org

www.cabi.org/ahpc
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INTRODUCTION

A/H1N1 is a flu virus. When it was first detected in 2009, it was called “swine flu” because the virus was similar

to those found in pigs (USDHHS, 2009). Swine Influenza (swine flu) is a respiratory disease of pigs caused by type

A influenza virus that regularly causes outbreaks of influenza in pigs. Swine flu viruses can cause high levels of illness

in pig herds, but cause few deaths in pigs. Swine influenza viruses can circulate among swine throughout the year, but
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Abstract : Swine flu is a respiratory disease caused by a new strain of influenza virus. It

spreads rapidly from human to human, which leads to a pandemic flu outbreak. Pandemic flu is

different from ordinary flu because it’s a new flu virus that appears in humans and spreads very

quickly from person to person worldwide. The World Health Organization (WHO) has declared

an outbreak of human cases of influenza A/H1N1 a public health emergency of international

concern. Before 2009 the Influenza A/H1N1 virus was not previously detected in swine or

humans, containing a mix of swine, human and avian influenza virus genes. Three pandemics

occurred due to influenza virus in the previous century, in 1918, 1957 and 1968. The 1918

pandemic was the most devastating, taking a toll of 30-40 million lives worldwide. The subsequent

pandemics were relatively milder, each killing around 1 million people. In 2009 influenza outbreak,

more than 414000 cases and about 5000 deaths had been reported to WHO by 195 countries

worldwide. In humans the clinical symptoms are pneumonia, acute respiratory distress syndrome,

fever, chills, cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy nose, muscle or bodyache, headache, joint

pain, fatigue and sometimes vomiting and diarrhea. It may cause multi-organ failure and death.

No effective treatment is available against swine flu. However, vaccines and antivirals can be

used to reduce the spread of disease. There are two types of flu vaccines viz., the trivalent and

quadrivalent flu vaccines. The trivalent flu vaccines protect against influenza A virus H1N1,

H3N2 and influenza B viruses. The quadrivalent flu vaccine protects against influenza A and B

viruses. The vaccines are available as nasal flu spray and flu shots. Two antivirals namely,

Tamiflu (Oseltamivir) and Relanza (Zanamivir) can be used to limit the spread of infection. The

WHO, FAO, OIE and CAC has recommend good hygienic practice to prevent the spread

influenza virus. Pork and pork products should be handled with good hygiene. The meat from

sick pigs or pigs found dead should not be processed or used for human consumption.
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