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● Baseline study in six low-to lower-middle-income countries analysing extension 
material developed within the Plantwise programme and advice given by extension 
workers relating to the management of insect pests using microbial and 
macrobial biocontrol products (over a one-year time period, 1 July 2015 - 30 
June 2016)

● We focussed on the following research questions, among others:

– Do nationally registered biocontrol products make it into the extension material 
available to the plant doctors? 

– Where extension material does include biocontrol products, how frequently are 
plant doctors recommending these products to farmers? 

Recent Plantwise study to assess the contribution 
of the extension service to the uptake of biological 
control
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What did we learn from this baseline study?
● Results revealed that nationally registered biocontrol products are not always 

included in the extension material compiled by national experts in the Plantwise 
programme; India and Nepal are better in this respect

● Even if biocontrol products are mentioned in the extension material used at the plant 
clinics, they are only sometimes (or never – in Ghana and Zambia) recommended to 
farmers by extension workers 

● Extension officers have a lack of knowledge / awareness about biocontrol products 
and their use
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Knowledge
● Extension officers have a lack of knowledge / 

awareness about biocontrol products and their use
Registration
● Some registration pathways make the registration of 

biocontrol products lengthy and complicated 
Availability / local production
● Agro-input suppliers in rural areas often do not have 

biocontrol products available; local production is 
rather limited although major efforts are being made 
in Kenya and India

Affordability
● Price of biocontrol products is sometimes high and 

only affordable for business-oriented farmers. One 
exception is India (support of local production and 
subsidy schemes)

Why is the uptake of biocontrol 
products rather limited in the study 
countries?
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How can Plantwise/CABI facilitate 
improved uptake of biological 
control products by extension and 
farmers?
● Create a database to facilitate the identification, 

sourcing and application of macrobial and 
microbial products for particular crop pest problems 
in a given country

● Develop a free to use mobile app and/or website
for use on smartphones, tablets and desktop 
computers to put information about biological control 
products at the fingertips of farmers and extension 
workers, both within and outside of the Plantwise 
programme
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Who is it for (end-users) and 
what are the specific benefits?
● Farmers and advisors who need current and 

reliable information, on-demand, regarding the 
availability and correct use of effective, lower 
toxicity products that are registered locally and 
meet market/export standards

● Biocontrol manufacturers looking to promote 
wider uptake of their products and identify new 
markets

● National authorities responsible for 
regulation/registration of plant protection 
products  who require information on registered 
products in neighbouring countries
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Funding mechanisms to maintain
portal
● The portal must receive funds to ensure it is 

developed and maintained as a free-to-use, up-to-
date and reliable global source of biopesticide
information

● Two funding schemes are foreseen:

– Partnership scheme - partners to the portal (e.g. 
private sector biocontrol manufacturers) pay fixed 
annual partnership fees

– Sponsorship scheme - sponsors (e.g. public 
sector organisations and private sector agro
industries) contribute towards development and 
maintenance

● Annual partnership fees will be built around annual 
turnover of companies
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Next steps to launch final product
● On-the-ground user testing involving relevant 

stakeholders

● Final decision on the name of portal – CABI Biocontrol 
Portal vs CABI Bioprotectants Portal vs CABI BioPortal

● Firming up of partnerships/sponsorships with biocontrol 
manufacturers and related agro industries, as well as 
development cooperation agencies, etc.

● Official launch planned for June 2019 with full 
functionality and features for Kenya, Spain and Brazil

● By December 2019, the portal will cover 20 countries, 
which will be selected in collaboration with partners
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Ministry of Agriculture, 
People’s Republic of China

CABI is an international intergovernmental organisation, and we gratefully acknowledge 
the core financial support from our member countries (and lead agencies) including:
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शुिक्रया
ありがとう gracias zikomo

danke
asante

obrigado

Contact us to find out more: Ulrich Kuhlmann, Executive 
Director Global Operations u.kuhlmann.cabi.org
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