Welfare problems related to diseases Oral

Prevalence and key figures for the poultry red mite Dermanyssus
gallinae infections in poultry farm systems
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The aim of this study was to investigate the prevalence of the poultry red mite
Dermanyssus gallinae and the production parameters which could explain its
proliferation. Dermanyssus mites are blood feeders and are responsible for anaemia
and welfare problems in birds, dermatitis in humans and egg downgrading and blood
spotting which imply a huge economic, welfare and epidemiological problem for
birds and human populations. Furthermore Dermanyssus gallinae has been suspected
and identified as a vector for some other pathogens bringing more animal health
issues. On average the Dermanyssus infestation rate was between 60% and 65% for
cage, free-range and organic systems while it was around 54% for barn production
systems. However prevalence rates were variable between countries and between
poultry production systems and so control methods would depend of the mite status
in individual countries. Nevertheless it shows the endemic situation of Dermanyssus
gallinae and the need to control such poultry pests. Ventilation, dust levels, acaricide
misuse and repopulation cycles seem to have an impact on the mite development in
poultry farms. The paper discusses the prevalence rates in different participating
countries and for different farming systems.
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