


CABI New Editions Guide for Authors and Editors

At Contract Stage

CABI will provide you with the final Word files of the previous edition. These include all the copyediting, proofreading and production editor changes. 
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We will also supply a full set of artwork from the previous edition. If any of these are being re-used, please review for errors and rename with the new figure number.

The Writing Process

There are a few things to consider when writing a new edition:
What needs to be updated?
In addition to the text, update figures (see below) and source newer references
What needs to be added?
Has anything become obsolete or irrelevant?
There is a danger with new editions that, as information is added, the page count grows and so the book becomes more expensive. Keep an eye on the length, and only keep obsolete information if it is historically relevant.

Updating Figures

We strongly recommend that you source new artwork wherever possible – new figures add extra value to a new edition. 

Line drawings can be reused, but should be new or updated where possible. For example, if a graph charts a phenomenon over time, try to include up to date data.

Photographs unfortunately date easily, and an image taken even 10 years ago is now noticeably lower quality than one taken recently. To take full advantage of improved printing processes and our high quality eBooks, it is worth sourcing a new photograph even if you are illustrating the same point as in the previous edition.

Permission is needed to reprint figures from previously published sources (except your own work from the previous CABI edition). Unless permissions granted for the previous edition explicitly state that they cover all editions, permission will need to be re-sought. 

Updating Text

Please include updates to the text on the Word files sent to you at contract stage. 

Use track changes or a different colour to make updates and add material. This allows our copyeditor to differentiate between new material and material that has already been professionally edited, meaning their time can be concentrated where it will have most effect.

Please ensure any in-text references to other chapters are updated as necessary.

Post Submission

If you were particularly happy with the copyeditor for your previous edition, please let us know.  We will try to get the same person for you again!



